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Join Senator Williams for a Town Hall on
Thursday, June 11
Senator Williams will be hosting a virtual Town Hall on June 11, 2020 from 5:30 p.m. - 6:30
p.m. with Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry (L&I) Secretary Jerry Oleksiak.
Senator Williams and Secretary Oleksiak will be able to discuss general questions regarding
the Unemployment Compensation process, including the Pandemic Unemployment
Compensation Benefits (additional $600 per week benefits), Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance for self-employed individuals and contractors, and Pandemic Emergency
Unemployment Compensation for individuals who have exhausted regular unemployment
benefits. Due to the format, questions about individual claims will not be addressed at this
Town Hall. If you have questions about your individual Unemployment Claim, please contact
the office at 412-364-0469 or SenatorLindseyWilliams@pasenate.com and we will be happy to
assist you.

Register for Thursday’s Town Hall with Secretary Oleksiak
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As of Friday, Allegheny County Has Gone
Green!
Governor Wolf signed the order for Allegheny County to move into the Green Phase. You can
read the formal order as a PDF. 

What does Green Phase actually mean? You can look for restaurants and bars to allow in-
person dining, although there will be health precautions and social distancing still in place,
which may mean reduced capacity. Hair salons and barbershops will reopen for appointments.
Gyms, health and wellness facilities, and spas will be open at a 50% capacity. 

Working from home is still strongly recommended whenever possible and people are
encouraged to continue to remain vigilant, wear masks when out and about, and practice
social distancing.

You can learn more about the process to Reopen Pennsylvania here.

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZYtcOCvqDwsH9Gk-OenHO3-CKHK4b2yWT4P&cfid=1301&vh=fc06d8a0b16137b4ccad2fc47e412e5d0a94a191ae7114c0f4afdac6ba84adf7
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.pa.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F05%2F20200527-TWW-green-phase-order.pdf.&cfid=1301&vh=e8b6e17d7f693e110d87c9a5cabc4396557154eba362f215b659d54c91c85576
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Unemployment Update 
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Visit the PA Dept. of Labor & Industry  website to access information on how you can manage
your benefits, report fraud, and access step-by-step unemployment guides, and more!

FAQ’S

I am still able to claim partial PUA benefits as their small businesses reopen under green
status either at a limited capacity?

Yes, you can file even if you’ve had reduced wages/hours but are working. You should
continue to file and submit the requested information. The Department of Labor & Industry will
evaluate your claim and adjust your benefits amount appropriately.

My job reduced my hours and I am collecting UC or will be filing for UC. Am I eligible for the
extra $600 a week?

Yes. All individuals collecting regular UC or PUA are eligible for the $600 per week. 

My employer offered me my job back, but I would make more staying on Unemployment. Can I
do this?

No. If you are offered work by your employer and refuse to accept it without good cause, you
may no longer be eligible for UC. Determining whether there was good cause for a refusal of
work is driven by the facts of each claimant’s circumstances. During the current COVID-19
pandemic, if an employee refuses to return to work because they are at high risk of
complications from the virus and their employer cannot make reasonable accommodations for
them, or if they were being asked to return to work at reduced hours that result in them earning
less than they did before the pandemic, UC staff would review those specific reasons and
make determinations based on the facts of their individual cases. 

PUA Claimants will be receiving their PUA benefit payments via paper checks for
the foreseeable future as a precaution. The Notice of Pandemic Unemployment

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uc.pa.gov%2F&cfid=1301&vh=ab629dd8e70d4f25a3c150f03139292e388bcf9a66c8fb252d55ccb4da3aff75
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uc.pa.gov%2FPages%2Fdefault.aspx&cfid=1301&vh=6c811b31298d10ef7d0c26395288470ad29a6636f2e2b982402b1729ff1692c4
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uc.pa.gov%2FCOVID-19%2FCARES-Act%2FPages%2FPUA-FAQs.aspx&cfid=1301&vh=60f1879106ab6350c0423f25c61ce83fefb19d5bc71371d109c6fe13ddb0a3df
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uc.pa.gov%2Funemployment-benefits%2Ffile%2FDocuments%2FPUA-2%252005-20.pdf&cfid=1301&vh=b68f6e7e4be8749cb91a8a8d4878db382e00420e59a66fcee462c2ab239faebc
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Assistance Filed was mailed to all PUA claimants in the system due to our recent
discovery of attempts by scammers using personal information obtained from sources

other than L&I to apply for PUA. 

AN INDIVIDUAL WHO RECEIVES A PAPER CHECK IN THE MAIL AND DID NOT FILE
FOR UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS IN PENNSYLVANIA SHOULD NOT CASH THE
CHECKS. THE CHECKS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO:

Pennsylvania Treasury Department
Comptroller’s Office
Attn: Mark Accorsi
113 Finance Building
Harrisburg PA 17120

ANYONE WHO RECEIVES A DIRECT DEPOSIT AND DID NOT FILE FOR
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS IN PENNSYLVANIA SHOULD NOT USE THE FUNDS. THE
FUNDS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO:

Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry
651 Boas Street, Room 500
Harrisburg, PA 17121

Don’t Throw Away Your Stimulus Payment!

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uc.pa.gov%2Funemployment-benefits%2Ffile%2FDocuments%2FPUA-2%252005-20.pdf&cfid=1301&vh=b68f6e7e4be8749cb91a8a8d4878db382e00420e59a66fcee462c2ab239faebc
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Over four million taxpayers will receive their federal stimulus funds on preloaded Visa cards.
You will be able to use them to withdraw cash from in-network ATMSs, make direct purchases
anywhere that accepts Visa cards, and transfer funds directly into your own bank accounts
without being subject to any fees.

You will need to activate the card and it should come with instructions on how to do that. If you
have any questions, you can call Meta Bank’s customer service at 1-800-240-8100 or visit
https://www.eipcard.com 

Turnpike Update
As Pennsylvania is opening and more people
are getting on the road, remember that the PA
Turnpike is NOT accepting cash or credit
cards until further notice. All tolls are being

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eipcard.com%2F&cfid=1301&vh=9ea42bf1ddea01264d3926a7bc7e781f069fb361e06b78fb780e2a77760bc82a
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paid by EZ Pass or Toll by Plate. When
getting on or off the Turnpike, slow down for
safety, but do not stop at any of the Turnpike
Toll Plazas until further notice.

Legislative Update
Last week I had the opportunity to participate in a Senate Democratic Policy Committee
Hearing on the impacts of COVID-19 on the African American Community. I asked the
panelists how we as legislators can make mental health services more available to our
students. With mental health services so strongly tied to school life, how do we ensure that
students receive the services that they need in instances when they aren’t in school? I’m
thankful to the Senators who arranged this hearing and for the panelists who participated. You
can watch the full hearing here.

In addition, I also hosted the Pennsylvania Department of Banking and Securities and the
Allegheny County DA’s Office for Scam Jam, a presentation on how seniors (and everyone)
can protect themselves from becoming a victim of financial fraud. You can watch the whole
session here.

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.senatorboscola.com%2Fstate-senate-policy-hearing-on-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-the-african-american-community%2F&cfid=1301&vh=1c7c2e657c42857f812d037f4f0a8d554b6706991da1834add3ee1e6870bc2b8
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https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.senatorlindseywilliams.com%2Fsenator-lindsey-williams-virtual-scam-jam%2F&cfid=1301&vh=cf4024c2a2ce6043d2ab6db1aab490be2faabc740668c24a209257576d3cc9d5
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Three Rivers Art Festival is Going Virtual

The Three Rivers Art Festival is happening virtually this year! The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust
Announces the Dollar Bank Three Rivers Arts Festival will be happening June 5 - 14,
2020! Visit https://traf.trustarts.org/ to sign up for notifications and information for “The Festival
is Virtual, The Art is Real”. The Festival kicks off on June 5, 2020 at 12:00 pm.

This year’s festival will be presented as an all-digital festival. With the uncertainty of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust has decided to go digital to prioritize the
safety of the city and its people. The first-ever 10-day digital Festival will bring as many
households as possible to be a part of immersive art experiences along with celebrating
together wil music, art, creative activity, food, visual art, public art, one of a kind artistic
projects and much more.

The microsite, TrustArts.org/TRAF, will feature new innovations aimed at creating a fun
Festival experience that can easily be navigated on any device from any location. Featured
programming will include the Artist Market, that also features works by Emerging Artists;
Digital Stages: Dollar Bank Digital Main Stage and 24/7 Stage; Transverse: Visual Art

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1769121&mid=162587&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.senatorlindseywilliams.com%2Fsenator-lindsey-williams-virtual-scam-jam%2F%3Fwvideo%3Dj806zmgy9s%26wemail%3Demail@example.com&cfid=1301&vh=5fa7b1af6d9bde4f6bc26613cbc0fc44b587f6f8ff53f399c678de0916bf0ae7
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Exhibition; Compass Roses: Maps by Artists; Anthropology of Motherhood: Culture of Care;
Public Art in the Cultural District; Creative Activities; Film and Food.

You can go to the event’s Facebook page for more information and details about each of the
components of the event.

As always, please feel free to reach out with any questions you may have by phone at 412-
364-0469 or by email at SenatorLindseyWilliams@pasenate.com. My staff will return your
call/email within 24 hours (Monday-Friday). 

Senator Lindsey Williams

District Office
5000 McKnight Road

Suite 405
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
Phone: 412-364-0469

Fax: 412-364-0928

Harrisburg Office
366 Capitol Building
Senate Box 203038

Harrisburg, PA 17120-3038
Phone: 717-787-6538

Fax: 717-787-8625
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